
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1889 November 3, 1899 

had been in Nuevo Laredo one day and a half, who said he came from 
near Tampico on the Mexican Central Railroad, was placed in camp, as 
neither of the above could furnish satisfactory evidence and from their 
tales I considered suspicious. They had hardly any money, only enough 
to support them one or two days at Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. I there- 
fore placed them in detention at camp, as I was then also sure that they 
would not escape inspection in crossing the border. Their money lasted 
until the 15th instant, when I wired for authority to purchase rations. 
I furnished rations four days. They were eight and seven days in camp, 
which completed their time of ten days' known whereabouts. 

Respectfully, H. J. Hamilton, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Smallpox in Arkansas. 

Little Rock, Ark., October 26, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that smallpox is now prevalent in 
this State in the localities named below : Batesville, 1 case ; (a) New- 
port, 2 cases ; (a) Tuckerman, 2 cases ; Russellville, 1 case ; Mananna, 
1 case ; Little Rock, 10 cases. The disease is reported at several other 
points, but investigation has not yet been made. 

Respectfully, yours, L. P. Gibson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Newport, Ark., October 27, 1899. 
Sie: I respectfully report the appearance of smallpox at this sta- 
tion. There are 6 cases of the disease in a very mild form, and 1 case 
of the discrete form. There have been 5 cases at Diaz, 2 miles north 
of here, and 8 cases on the Stephens farm, 4 miles southeast of New- 
port. The board of health of this city and the county board of health 
are making an earnest effort to isolate all cases, and to prevent the 
spread of the disease. 

Respectfully, Henry Owen, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Smallpox in Benton Harbor, Mich. 

Chicago, III., October 28, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report the prevalence of smallpox (10 cases) 
at Benton Harbor, Mich. I would also state that only 1 boat plies 
between Chicago and that port at this season of the year, and that the 
crew of the vessel has been vaccinated by a medical officer of the 
Service detailed for that purpose. 

Respectfully, Henry W. Sawtelle, 

Surgeon, U. S. M. M. 8. 

The smallpox outbreak in Bristol, Va.-Tenn. 

"Wilmington, N. C, October 22, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that in obedience to your telegraph 
instructions, date October 11, 1899, I proceeded to Bristol, Tenn.-Va., 
via Richmond, Va., arriving at Bristol on the forenoon of October 13, 
for the purpose of deciding the nature of an eruptive disease prevailing 
in that section, and to advise with the authorities as to the best method 
for its suppression. 

a Jackson County. Several cases in the county. 
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Bristol is peculiarly situated, 1 portion being in Virginia and the 
other in Tennessee, the State line running along the main street, conse- 
quently there are 2 city governments, 2 mayors, 2 councils, etc., one 
operating under the laws of Virginia and the other under the laws of 
Tennessee. Shortly after my arrival I had a conference with the authori- 
tiesof the 2 cities, and the following history of the outbreak was given me : 

About the middle of September last, smallpox made its appearance 
in a colored family in Bristol, but the attending physician failed to 
recognize the disease, and diagnosed it as chicken pox. It was not until 
September 30 that the disease was recognized as smallpox, and in the 
meantime a number of persons had been exposed. Between October 1 
and 13, the date of my arrival, upward of 30 cases had appeared. The 
authorities of both cities had taken measures for its suppression. 
Bristol, Va., had established a smallpox hospital and detention camp 
of the most complete description, and had isolated nearly all the cases 
and suspects. A few cases were isolated at their homes. Bristol, 
Tenn., had been rather slower in its measures, owing to the fact that 
its government is partially municipal and partially county, and the two 
boards had not been able to decide on the necessary measures. They 
had, however, isolated some of the patients, and had commenced the 
erection of smallpox hospitals and detention houses, and after my visit 
the work of completion was rapidly pushed forward. Vaccination had 
been performed in a desultory fashion, but not being compulsory there 
were many unprotected people. The virus that had been used was the 
dried point, and this had caused so much trouble from inflamed arms 
that the people had revolted and refused to be vaccinated. There were 
also doubts in the minds of some persons as to whether the disease in 
question was smallpox, and they were unwilling to undergo the risk of 
an inflamed arm until they were assured that there was a real danger 
from smallpox. 

Such was the situation that led -to the request for the presence of a 
medical officer of the Marine- Hospital Service, all agreeing that his 
diagnosis and advice would be accepted. 

Accompanied by Drs. Delaney and Butler and Mayor Gauthier, of 
Bristol, Va., I visited the camp aud inspected the hospitals and cases, 
both on the Tennessee and Virginia side. I found the disease to be the 
prevailing type of smallpox, though the cases seen were of somewhat 
a severer type than has usually prevailed at this season of the year for 
the past two years. It is possible that this may indicate that the 
disease will assume a graver type than usual during the coming winter. 

I reported my conclusions to the authorities, and at their request I 
addressed a mass meeting of the people on the smallpox situation. The 
court-house in which the meeting was to have been held proved to be 
too small to hold the crowd, so it was adjourned to the street. 

These talks seem productive of much good. The people are usually 
intensely interested in the situation, and everyone seems to be anxious 
to hear just what is the state of affairs, and what is necessary to be 
done to stamp out the disease. I first tell them of the number of cases 
I have examined in the city, and the diagnosis. Having established 
the fact that smallpox does exist in the city, I take up the question of 
the measures to be adopted for its suppression and outline them. 

The question of vaccination is then taken up, and the causes of 
inflamed arms reviewed, and the superiority of glycerinized lymph 
over the dried point is demonstrated. The audience is then invited to 
ask such questions as they desire, and I attempt to answer them. They 
usually have a number of questions to ask and the whole situation is 
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thoroughly discussed. As a result of these talks, the opposition to 
vaccination almost entirely disappears, and it frequently happens that 
the persons who have been loudest in proclaiming that they will never, 
never be vaccinated, come up and ask that I vaccinate them at once. 

After being convinced that a real danger exists, and being told what 
is necessary to do, the people usually readily acquiesce in any measures 
directed by the authorities. It is in this way that the work of the 
Service is of great assistance to the local and State health authorities. 

On the morning of the 14th I met the mayor and council of first one 
city and then the other, and took up with them in detail the measures to 
be adopted, and outlined a plan of organization for the work. Having 
received telegraphic instructions from you to proceed to points in 
Georgia, I left at 1 p. m., October 14, for Atlanta, Ga. 

Eespectfully, C. P. Wertenbaker, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. 8. 

Smallpox in Georgia. 

Wilmington, N. C, October 22, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report on the smallpox 
conditions atEichland and Lumpkin, Ga., and vicinity. 

In obedience to your telegraphic instructions of October 13, received 
at Bristol, Tenn.-Va., directing me to proceed to Montezuma, Ga., for 
consultation with Hon. E. B. Lewis regarding the smaljpox situation 
in that section, I left Bristol on the afternoon of October 14, 1899. 

Before leaving, I received a telegram from Mr. Lewis stating that 
there was no infection at Montezuma, and asking that I go on to Lump- 
kin, Ga., to investigate the conditions in that vicinity. I wired you 
these facts from Bristol. While en route to Lumpkin, I received a 
telegram from the mayor of Richland, Ga., a town of some 900 inhabi- 
tants, situated on the Georgia and Alabama Railroad about 12 miles 
east of Lumpkin, stating that he had been asked by the authorities of 
Lumpkin to get me to investigate Richland before coming to Lumpkin. 

In accordance with this request, I stopped at Richland, and there met 
Dr. Wiley of Columbus, Ga., who had been sent down by his city to 
investigate the situation. Accompanied by Dr. Wiley, I visited a 
patient who was suffering with the prevailing disease, and found that 
he had discrete smallpox in the tenth day of the eruption. The patient 
was a grocer who occupied a room in rear of his store, and his 2 children, 
aged about 10 or 12 years, his only attendants, mingled freely with the 
case and the public. The store was open for business, and people were 
coming and going as though smallpox did not exist, absolutely no pre- 
cautions being taken. The children were not even vaccinated. While 
' standing in front of this grocery I discovered a case of smallpox in the 
person of a negro boy who was standing in a small crowd of children 
near the grocery. This case was in the desquamative stage, and was 
scattering infection wherever he went. 

I informed the mayor of the condition of affairs, and advised him as 
to the measures necessary to be taken, but the apathy there is so great 
that I doubt if anything effective is done unless outside influence is 
brought to bear on the town. I was unable to learn just how long the 
disease had existed in the town, as the physicians had not recognized 
it in the beginning, but it has evidently existed in the neighborhood 
for several months. One of the citizens told me that there were only 5 
cases in and around Richland, but I learned on the following day, on 
the authority of a physician, that upward of 50 cases existed in and 



